What is Mental Health Court?
Mental Health Court is a 12 month (minimum) program for persons charged with non-violent crimes who are diagnosed with an Axis I mental illness. MHC is designed to link those individuals with appropriate treatment in a setting that promotes the dignity and respect of the individual, fosters community safety and decreases future justice system involvement.
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Purpose of the Mental Health Court

Mental Health Court is an alternative sentencing court program that directs persons with mental illness to appropriate resources and treatment with an emphasis on accountability and intensive monitoring.  The Mental Health Court has four broad purposes:

· Preserve and increase public safety by addressing the unique needs of those with mental disorders.
· Reduce incarceration of mentally ill offenders while promoting their safety and well-being. 

· Reduce repeated criminal activity (and the costs associated with criminal activity) by offenders with mental illness.

· Improve the level of functioning of program participants in society.
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Mental Health Court Eligibility Requirements
Participants must: 

· Be residents of Platte, Ray or Clay Counties.
· Have an Axis I diagnosis - severe or persistent mental illness.

· Complete a successful screening process by the MHC team members in which criminal history and existing charge (s) are scrutinized.

· Current criminal charge(s) occurred in Platte County. 

· Follow any other applicable requirements set by court and authorized MHC team member(s)
Participant Responsibilities
· Execute a written voluntary agreement to participate in the program. 

· Agree to receive a mental health evaluation and follow a treatment plan. 

· Attend all scheduled court hearings and court monitoring appointments as directed. 

· Be free of alcohol and drugs while in the program. 
· No new arrests while in the program.
Frequently Asked Questions
Q. What if I have a serious medical condition?

A. In general, if you have a serious medical condition you will not be excluded from MHC. You must be willing to fully disclose your condition and medical care to the treatment providers and MHC team. Although we can be flexible and work around your condition, you must be able to engage in and complete treatment.

Q. What happens once I am in the program?

A. You will be required to participate fully in the program to graduate from MHC. This will include compliance with random drug testing, court appearances, making payments, verifying self-help meetings, participating in individual and group therapy, participating in mental health treatment, as well as having ongoing contact with your probation officer and community support worker.

Q. What happens if I’m terminated from MHC?

A. If you are terminated from MHC, you will appear before your original sentencing judge for disposition of your criminal charges.
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[image: image1]MHC Team Members: 1) Sixth Judicial Circuit Court;  2) Office of the Platte County Prosecuting Attorney; 3) Platte County Sheriff’s Department; 4) Attorney Member of Defense Bar; 5) Tri-County Mental Health Services, Inc.; 6) Designated Mental Health Court Administrator; 7) Department of Corrections, Division of Probation and Parole; 8) Office of the Platte County Public Administrator. 

The Referral Process: The Mental Health Court accepts referrals from Police Officers, Prosecuting Attorneys, Defense Attorneys, Probation Officers, Judges, treatment providers and family members.
To make a referral, contact the office of the prosecuting attorney at 816-858-3476 in the court where your case will be heard.

For more information about the referral and eligibility requirements contact the Mental Health Court Provider below:
Mental Health Court Provider

Serving Platte, Clay and Ray Counties.

Tri-Co Mental Health Services INC

3100 NE 83rd Street Suite 1001

Kansas City, MO 64119

816-468-0400
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Platte County Mental Health Court


Platte County Court House


415 Third Street


Platte City, MO 64079





Platte Cu Mental Health Court (“MHC”)
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