(logo)

(header)

PRESS RELEASE


For immediate release:

(date)(time)

Contact:

(name)

(title)

(phone)

Subject:

______ County Residents Encouraged to Review Preparedness Plan Due to Discovery of New Flu Strain

(town), MO –   In light of the recent discovery of a new strain of influenza virus in (location), the ________ County Health Department encourages residents to review their pandemic preparedness plan.  The discovery of a new influenza strain is not unusual, because the virus is always changing and shifting, but health department staff agree now is a good time to check individual levels of preparedness.

“We don’t know when the next pandemic could strike,” says administrator (name), “And we don’t want to cry ‘wolf.’  What we want to do is take this opportunity to remind residents to take three simple steps today to prepare for a pandemic, or any other emergency.”

(name) encourages residents to create a plan, prepare supplies and help the community, based on the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services’ (DHSS) campaign titled “Ready in 3.” 

Supplies should include food, bottled water, first aid supplies, soap, medications, a thermometer, cleaning supplies, pen and paper, a battery-powered radio, a flashlight and batteries.

A family plan should include answers to these and other questions – What will we do with our children if schools and day cares are closed?  Will I be able to continue working?  Do we have enough food on hand to sustain our family for several days or weeks if stores close?

“Finally, residents need to learn all they can about pandemic flu,” adds (name).  “Overcoming a large-scale public health crisis such as a pandemic will take a community-wide effort.  By being educated and taking leadership in the community, residents can help protect themselves, their families and their communities.”
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