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PRESS RELEASE


For immediate release:

(date)(time)

Contact:

(name)

(title)

(phone)

Subject:

First Case of ____ Confirmed in Missouri

(town), MO – The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) confirms the first case of ________ in Missouri.  The ________ County Health Department urges residents to continue protecting themselves, their families and their community.

“We know the virus is in Missouri,” says administrator (name).  “We will not be able to stop it from coming to _____ County, but by working together as a community, we believe we can slow its spread and reduce its impact on our residents.”

(name) encourages residents to practice frequent hand washing and quality respiratory etiquette such as covering a cough or sneeze with a disposable tissue or releasing it into the crook of the elbow.  He also says they should stay home if they are ill, and should avoid other people who are sick.

“Our goal at this point is to keep people who are sick away from others in our community to prevent the illness from spreading quickly,” adds (name).  “This is voluntary isolation – separating yourself from others if you are ill.  It is a proven public health method that has worked well throughout history to slow the spread of disease.”

People who have flu-like symptoms such as headache, body aches, fever, cough or exhaustion should contact their health care provider/call the health department at xxx-xxxx.
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