
Fact #3:  Newborn screening is more than a test

Testing of the newborn screening sample by the State Public Health Laboratory is 
just one part of the newborn screening process.  Every state newborn screening 
program consists of the following parts: 

Screening – collection of newborn blood samples and testing to identify infants 
with potential markers of congenital conditions

Follow-up – rapid location and referral of screen-positive infants 

Diagnosis – medical evaluation and additional testing of screen-positive infants 
to make a definitive diagnosis or to rule out a disorder

Management – rapid planning and implementation of long-term therapy for 
infants diagnosed with a newborn screening disorder

Evaluation – assessment of the previous four activities to identify opportunities 
for quality improvement and gauge benefits to the patient, family and society

Education – education of parents, primary care providers, legislators, newborn 
screening personnel (laboratory and follow-up staff) and stakeholders






